Seder Korban Pesah: The Order of the Pesah Offering
Please open the accompanying parallel Hebrew text or download from
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An English version follows:

This order was collected from the Seder HaYom of the Kaf HaHayyim Palagi and from Kaf
HaHayyim Sofer 458 et al. After one has finished the preparations of Erev Pesah, one
prays the Minhah prayer which corresponded to the daily Afternoon continual offering.
After this, one should busy oneself in the Korban Pesah which was offered at this time
when the Temple was standing. A Gd-fearing person should recite it in its proper time-
-"to fulfill a thing at its time, how good!" Our recital will be considered as a substitute for
offering the sacrifice as it says 1w now ,0mo nnbwn "The words of our lips take the place
of bulls" (Hoshea 14:3). At this time, one should take the destruction of the Temple to
heart, and plead before the Creator of the World that He should rebuild it soon in our
days. Amen.

Master of the Universe! You have commanded us to offer the continual sacrifice at its
appointed time, and after that to offer the Pesah sacrifice at its appointed time on this
day which is the 14th day of the month of Nisan after noon, so the priests perform their
service and their Levites will be on their platforms and the Yisraelites will occupy their
positions. But now because of our great iniquities, the Holy Temple is destroyed and the
daily sacrifice and the Pesah offering has been discontinued, and we have no priest at
his service nor a Levite on his platform, nor a Yisraelite standing at his position his
station. You however have said wnow ,0mo nnbwn "The words of our lips take the place
of bulls" (Hoshea 14:3). Therefore, may it be Your will Hashem, our Gd and Gd of our
forefathers, that the utterance of our lips be considered before You as if we had offered
the daily continual sacrifice and the Pesah offering at its appointed time, and stood at
our positions, and the Levites had spoken in song and praise.
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And let the graciousness of the Lrd our Gd be upon us; establish also upon us the work
of our hands; the work of our hands establish it. (Tehillim 90:17)

Shemot 12 (text from www.mechon-mamre.org)
DMI¥A YR ,PINR-DX) NWNR-OX MY R X 1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses and
NG, Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying:

2 'This month shall be unto you the
beginning of months; it shall be the first
month of the year to you.
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3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of
Israel, saying: In the tenth day of this
month they shall take to them every man a
lamb, according to their fathers' houses, a
lamb for a household;

4 and if the household be too little for a
lamb, then shall he and his neighbour next
unto his house take one according to the
number of the souls; according to every
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man's eating ye shall make your count for
the lamb.

5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a
male of the first year; ye shall take it from
the sheep, or from the goats;

6 and ye shall keep it unto the fourteenth
day of the same month; and the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel
shall kill it at dusk.

7 And they shall take of the blood, and put
it on the two side-posts and on the lintel,
upon the houses wherein they shall eat it.

8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night,
roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with
bitter herbs they shall eat it.

9 Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with
water, but roast with fire; its head with its
legs and with the inwards thereof.

10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain
until the morning; but that which
remaineth of it until the morning ye shall
burn with fire.

11 And thus shall ye eat it: with your loins
girded, your shoes on your feet, and your
staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in
haste--it is the LORD'S passover

21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said
unto them: 'Draw out, and take you lambs according to
your families, and kill the passover lamb.

22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the
blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the
two side-posts with the blood that is in the basin; and
none of you shall go out of the door of his house until the
morning.

23 For the LORD will pass through to smite the
Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon the lintel,
and on the two side-posts, the LORD will pass over the
door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto
your houses to smite you.

24 And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to
thee and to thy sons for ever.

25 And it shall come to pass, when ye be come to the
land which the LORD will give you, according as He hath
promised, that ye shall keep this service.

26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall
say unto you: What mean ye by this service?

27 that ye shall say: It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S
passover, for that He passed over the houses of the
children of Israel in Egypt, when He smote the Egyptians,
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and delivered our houses.' And the people bowed the
head and worshipped.

28 And the children of Israel went and did so; as the
LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. {S

4 These are the appointed seasons of the LORD, even holy
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convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their appointed

1 And the LORD spoke unto Moses in the
wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of
the second year after they were come out
of the land of Egypt, saying:

2 'Let the children of Israel keep the
passover in its appointed season.

3 In the fourteenth day of this month, at
dusk, ye shall keep it in its appointed
season; according to all the statutes of it,
and according to all the ordinances
thereof, shall ye keep it.'

4 And Moses spoke unto the children of
Israel, that they should keep the passover.

5 And they kept the passover in the first
month, on the fourteenth day of the
month, at dusk, in the wilderness of Sinai;
according to all that the LORD commanded
Moses, so did the children of Israel.

6 But there were certain men, who were
unclean by the dead body of a man, so
that they could not keep the passover on
that day; and they came before Moses and
before Aaron on that day.

7 And those men said unto him: 'We are
unclean by the dead body of a man;
wherefore are we to be kept back, so as
not to bring the offering of the LORD in its
appointed season among the children of
Israel?'

8 And Moses said unto them: 'Stay ye,
that I may hear what the LORD wiill
command concerning you.' {P}

9 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:
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10 'Speak unto the children of Israel,
saying: If any man of you or of your
generations shall be unclean by reason of a
dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet
he shall keep the passover unto the LORD;

11 in the second month on the fourteenth
day at dusk they shall keep it; they shall
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs;

12 they shall leave none of it unto the
morning, nor break a bone thereof;
according to all the statute of the passover
they shall keep it.

13 But the man that is clean, and is not on
a journey, and forbeareth to keep the
passover, that soul shall be cut off from his
people; because he brought not the
offering of the LORD in its appointed
season, that man shall bear his sin.

14 And if a stranger shall sojourn among
you, and will keep the passover unto the
LORD: according to the statute of the
passover, and according to the ordinance
thereof, so shall he do; ye shall have one
statute, both for the stranger, and for him
that is born in the land.'

16 And in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the
month, is the LORD'S passover

1 Observe the month of Abib, and keep the
passover unto the LORD thy God; for in
the month of Abib the LORD thy God
brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.

2 And thou shalt sacrifice the passover-
offering unto the LORD thy God, of the
flock and the herd, in the place which the
LORD shall choose to cause His name to
dwell there.

3 Thou shalt eat no leavened bread with it;
seven days shalt thou eat unleavened
bread therewith, even the bread of
affliction; for in haste didst thou come
forth out of the land of Egypt; that thou
mayest remember the day when thou
camest forth out of the land of Egypt all
the days of thy life.

4 And there shall be no leaven seen with
thee in all they borders seven days;
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neither shall any of the flesh, which thou
sacrificest the first day at even, remain all
night until the morning.

5 Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover-
offering within any of thy gates, which the
LORD thy God giveth thee;

6 but at the place which the LORD thy God
shall choose to cause His name to dwell in,
there thou shalt sacrifice the passover-
offering at even, at the going down of the
sun, at the season that thou camest forth
out of Egypt.

7 And thou shalt roast and eat it in the
place which the LORD thy God shall
choose; and thou shalt turn in the
morning, and go unto thy tents.

8 Six days thou shalt eat unleavened
bread; and on the seventh day shall be a
solemn assembly to the LORD thy God;
thou shalt do no work therein.

10 And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal; and
they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the
month at even in the plains of Jericho.

11 And they did eat of the produce of the land on the
morrow after the passover, unleavened cakes and
parched corn,

in the selfsame day

21 And the king commanded all the people, saying:
'Keep the passover unto the LORD your God, as it is
written in this book of the covenant.’

22 For there was not kept such a passover from the
days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days
of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah;

23 but in the eighteenth year of king Josiah was this
passover kept to the LORD in Jerusalem.

1 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and
Judah, and wrote letters also to Ephraim
and Manasseh, that they should come to
the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to
keep the passover unto the LORD, the God
of Israel.

2 For the king had taken counsel, and his
princes, and all the congregation in
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Jerusalem, to keep the passover in the
second month.

3 For they could not keep it at that time,
because the priests had not sanctified
themselves in sufficient number, neither
had the people gathered themselves
together to Jerusalem.

4 And the thing was right in the eyes of
the king and of all the congregation.

5 So they established a decree to make
proclamation throughout all Israel, from
Beer-sheba even to Dan, that they should
come to keep the passover unto the LORD,
the God of Israel, at Jerusalem; for they
had not kept it in great numbers according
as it is written.

6 So the posts went with the letters from
the king and his princes throughout all
Israel and Judah, and according to the
commandment of the king, saying: 'Ye
children of Israel, turn back unto the
LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, that He may return to the remnant
that are escaped of you out of the hand of
the kings of Assyria.

7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like
your brethren, who acted treacherously
against the LORD, the God of their fathers,
so that He delivered them to be an
astonishment, as ye see.

8 Now be ye not stiffnecked, as your
fathers were; but yield yourselves unto the
LORD, and enter into His sanctuary, which
He hath sanctified for ever, and serve the
LORD your God, that His fierce anger may
turn away from you.

9 For if ye turn back unto the LORD, your
brethren and your children shall find
compassion before them that led them
captive, and shall come back into this land;
for the LORD your God is gracious and
merciful, and will not turn away His face
from you, if ye return unto Him."' {S}

10 So the posts passed from city to city
through the country of Ephraim and
Manasseh, even unto Zebulun; but they
laughed them to scorn, and mocked them.

11 Nevertheless divers of Asher and
Manasseh and of Zebulun humbled
themselves, and came to Jerusalem.

12 Also in Judah was the hand of God to
give them one heart, to do the
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commandment of the king and of the
princes by the word of the LORD.

13 And there assembled at Jerusalem
much people to keep the feast of
unleavened bread in the second month, a
very great congregation.

14 And they arose and took away the
altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the
altars for incense took they away, and cast
them into the brook Kidron.

15 Then they killed the passover lamb on
the fourteenth day of the second month;
and the priests and the Levites were
ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and
brought burnt-offerings into the house of
the LORD.

16 And they stood in their place after their
order, according to the law of Moses the
man of God; the priests dashed the blood,
which they received of the hand of the
Levites.

17 For there were many in the
congregation that had not sanctified
themselves; therefore the Levites had the
charge of killing the passover lambs for
every one that was not clean, to sanctify
them unto the LORD.

18 For a multitude of the people, even
many of Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar
and Zebulun, had not cleansed
themselves, yet did they eat the passover
otherwise than it is written. For Hezekiah
had prayed for them, saying: 'The good
LORD pardon

19 every one that setteth his heart to seek
God, the LORD, the God of his fathers,
though [he be] not [cleansed] according to
the purification that pertaineth to holy
things.' {S}

20 And the LORD hearkened to Hezekiah,
and healed the people.

1 And Josiah kept a passover unto the
LORD in Jerusalem; and they killed the
passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the
first month.

2 And he set the priests in their charges,
and encouraged them to the service of the
house of the LORD. {S}
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3 And he said unto the Levites that taught
all Israel, that were holy unto the LORD:
'Put the holy ark in the house which
Solomon the son of David king of Israel did
build; there shall no more be a burden
upon your shoulders; now serve the LORD
your God, and His people Israel.

4 And prepare ye after your fathers'
houses by your courses, according to the
writing of David king of Israel, and
according to the writing of Solomon his
son.

5 And stand in the holy place according to
the divisions of the fathers' houses of your
brethren the children of the people, and
[let there be for each] a portion of a
father's house of the Levites.

6 And kill the passover lamb, and sanctify
yourselves, and prepare for your brethren,
to do according to the word of the LORD by
the hand of Moses.' {P}

7 And Josiah gave to the children of the
people, of the flock, lambs and kids, all of
them for the passover-offerings, unto all
that were present, to the number of thirty
thousand, and three thousand bullocks;
these were of the king's substance. {S}

8 And his princes gave willingly unto the
people, to the priests, and to the Levites.
Hilkiah and Zechariah and Jehiel, the rulers
of the house of God, gave unto the priests
for the passover-offerings two thousand
and six hundred [small cattle], and three
hundred oxen.

9 Conaniah also, and Shemaiah and
Nethanel, his brethren, and Hashabiah and
Jeiel and Jozabad, the chiefs of the Levites,
gave unto the Levites for the passover-
offerings five thousand [small cattle], and
five hundred oxen.

10 So the service was prepared, and the
priests stood in their place, and the Levites
by their courses, according to the king's
commandment.

11 And they killed the passover lamb, and
the priests dashed [the blood, which they
received] of their hand, and the Levites
flayed them.

12 And they removed the portions that
were to be burnt, that they might give
them to the divisions of the fathers' houses
of the children of the people, to present



%P2 DWIpM ;09YND ,WXA NDHN VYA A
Dy "2-52% 1771 ,NiN%%¥21 D TITA NNDA.

;10X M2 0MNDN "D--0MND%1 DN 10N ,NK T
,DN? 1N 0MPM ;NN2-TY 0MAYNM N2ivi Nidyna
10X "2 DINOYY.

AOXY TIT MYND ,DTNYN-5Y QOX-"12 DIYNM 10
X YRY WYY ,0Mywm ,72R0 Ntin Nt
1°N ,0M%0 DRPNX-"D--DNTAY Yyn M0Y ,0NY
Dno.

,NDON Niwy? ,X1NN DPa MmN NTiIAy-%2 Jiom 10
WX 200 ,MEND--NNY Nam Sy ,NiYy nidyn.

/N0 N2 ,NDON-NX DKRLNIN DXL Wy 1
D Nyay ,Nisan AN-Nx).

SXINY "N ,SXIPM NND NDD NPYI-RD M
NWY-1WX NDOD WY-XY HYXIW "25N-521 ;XN
(ANSRIN DXIPM ,NTINN-521 D7D DINDN NPWN?
0} .0 awim}

,PYI--IMPRY MdYNY MY NIwy Nlinga. o°
nin ND9N.

Ezra 6:19

unto the LORD, as it is written in the book
of Moses. And so did they with the oxen.

13 And they roasted the passover with fire
according to the ordinance; and the holy
offerings sod they in pots, and in caldrons,
and in pans, and carried them quickly to all
the children of the people.

14 And afterward they prepared for
themselves, and for the priests; because
the priests the sons of Aaron were busied
in offering the portions that were to be
burnt and the fat until night; therefore the
Levites prepared for themselves, and for
the priests the sons of Aaron.

15 And the singers the sons of Asaph were
in their place, according to the
commandment of David, and Asaph, and
Heman, and Jeduthun the king's seer; and
the porters were at every gate; they
needed not to depart from their service,
for their brethren the Levites prepared for
them.

16 So all the service of the LORD was
prepared the same day, to keep the
passover, and to offer burnt-offerings upon
the altar of the LORD, according to the
commandment of king Josiah.

17 And the children of Israel that were
present kept the passover at that time,
and the feast of unleavened bread seven
days.

18 And there was no passover like to that
kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the
prophet; neither did any of the kings of
Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept,
and the priests, and the Levites, and all
Judah and Israel that were present, and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. {S}

19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of
Josiah was this passover kept
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upon the fourteenth day of the first month.

20 For the priests and the Levites had purified themselves
together; all of them were pure; and they killed the
passover lamb for all the children of the captivity, and for
their brethren the priests, and for themselves.

21 And the children of Israel, that were come back out of
the captivity, and all such as had separated themselves



WYX MY L, wATY--DnYx L, yaxn  unto them from the filthiness of the nations of the land, to

Sxn. seek the LORD, the God of Israel, did eat,

,0m? nyaw nivn-an wym 10 22 and kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days
apMm , MmN onAw " nnpwa  with joy; for the LORD had made them joyful, and had

pPINY--Dnrhy MwK-1%n 1Y turned the heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to
DNYXN-N"2 NOxYNA 0N T strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God,
XY "X the God of Israel.

The Order of the Service of the Pesah Sacrifice

Thus was the order of the service of the Pesah Sacrifice in the House of our Gd on the
14th of Nissan after mid-day the Daily Sacrifice was slaughtered and incense was
burned. Then the afternoon cleaning of the cups of the menorah was accomplished, and
after that, the male lambs or goats in their first year were brought as the Pesah
Sacrifice.

The Pesah sacrifices were slaughtered in three groups, each group containing no less
than thirty people. As it says, bYxawr-n1y Yap Y5 ,ink onen "the whole assembly of the
children of Yisrael shall slaughter it". It may be slaughtered anywhere in the Temple
court, with a proper slaughtering. The first group enters until the Temple court is filled
up, then the doors of the court are locked and the Pesah Sacrifices begin to be
slaughtered. While the sacrifices are being slaughtered, the Levites read the Hallel in
song, and Yisrael responds with beginning of the chapters.

If they finish the Hallel before all is offered, it is repeated. If they repeat it a second
time and the sacrifices are not yet completed, they recite it a third time. They never had
to recite it a third time. Upon each recitation, three Shofar blasts were recited: a single
blast, a tremolo and another single blast. The priests stand in rows and in their hands
are the containers of silver and gold. There were separate rows of silver containers and
gold containers. They were not mixed to appear attractive.

The slaughtered carried out the ritual slaughtering. Then the first priest at the head of
the line collected the blood , passed to his colleague, and his colleague to another
colleague. The priest standing next to the altar sprinkled it in one throw to the base of
the altar. He returend the empty container to his colleague, and his colleague to
another colleague. He first accepted the full container, and then returned the empty
one.

Afterwards, they hung the Pesah sacrifice up, stripped all its skin off, and tore it open.
They emptied its bowels. Then they removed the sacrificial pieces: the fat on the
innards, the lobe of the liver, the two kidneys, and the fat on them, and the tail up to
the backbone. These they placed in a ritual container and salted them. The priest
burned them on the altar.

When they finished, the doors of the Temple court were opened, the first group left and
the second group came in, and the doors of the Temple court were locked. When they
had finished, the doors were opened, the second group left and the third group came in.
The sacrificial procedure for all the groups were the same.

After everybody left the Temple court was washed because it was filthy with blood. How
was the washing done? A water duct passed through the Temple court which had an
outlet. When they wished to wash the floor, they shut the outlet and water overflowed
its sides until the water rose and flooded the entire Temple court, thereby washing off all
the blood and dirt from the Temple court. Afterwards they would open the outlet and
everything would flow out and the floor would be clean and smooth. This was in honor
of the Temple.



,oyn X 119 ndow ,nyn "Mwx Happy is the people that is in such a case. Happy is the
PAYX N-1-N-W people whose Gd is Hashem!

Our Gd and Gd of our fathers, compassionate King, have compassion upon us, cause us
to find You a good and beneficent Being. Return to us in the fullness of Your
compassion, for the sake of the fathers who did Your will. Build Your House as at the
beginning, and establish Your Sanctuary upon its site. And let us see its rebuilding and
gladden us with its restoration, return Your Divine Presence within it, and return the
priests to their service, the Levites to their songs and praises. Return Yisrael back to
their dwelling places, and there we shall ascend and appear and perform the daily
sacrifice and the Pesah Sacrifice at its appointed time. And we shall eat there from
these sacrifices and from the Pesah Sacrifices whose blood will be sprinkled on the sides
of Your altar for gracious acceptance. And we will praise you with a new song on our
redemption and upon the redemption of our souls.

LOINK 1IN TN
MDY "ab jiam Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
My ,N-1-n- acceptable before You Hashem, my Rock, and my Redeemer
XA

The Holy Shelah writes: After prayer, one should return to one's house to supervise
one's household. Prepare silver and gold vessels, and fine clothing, from all that which
Hashem has given you joy, and all that which is proper to increase the joy in one's heart
due His Great Kindness. The holiness of this night and all the laws help to show the
Great Holiness, for Hashem may He be blessed has chosen us from all the nations and
has sanctified us with His commandments. If one is careful on this night not to say any
weekday speech, and warns his household of this, then there will be no separation from
the devekut/bonding to Hashem may He be Blessed. One should busy oneself only in
the commandments of the night and the telling of the miracles in Egypt to publicize them
to one's children.



